THE MAN I KNEW

On the i4th of July the King and Queen returned to Eng-
land and Douglas went to Calais to see them off. They both
seemed to have enjoyed their visit very much, and His
Majesty gave Douglas a very charming message before he
left, which Douglas sent on to me to preserve safely. The
King thanked Douglas again for all he had done for him
and told him that everything he had seen had given him ,
pleasure and filled him with admiration and that there was
nothing with which he could find fault.

Douglas was very surprised when he received a letter
from Sir William Robertson which informed him that the
Cabinet had not yet approved of the plans for the forthcom-
ing operations, although preparations were now far advanced
and it only remained to be determined what date would be
best from all points of view to launch the attack. It was on
the 2ist of July that Douglas received this letter and he had
every intention of having all his preparations complete be-
fore the end of the month. He replied to the communication
by pointing out that the plans for this particular operation
were agreed upon at the War Office as far back as November
1916. He also reminded Sir William Robertson of the fact
that in the beginning of December 1916 the Cabinet had
expressed their wish to both Douglas and General Joffire
that this particular operation which was being prepared
should be carried through during 1917. It was clearly obvious
from the Cabinet's statement that they little realised the
enormity of, and the time required for, the preparation neces-
sary before an operation planned on such a large scale. How-
ever, Douglas received word later in the same day that the
plans had been approved but that if the offensive did not
succeed he was to arrange for sending troops to Italy.
Douglas considered that at this critical time, irrespective of
the result of any particular action, the withdrawal of troops
from France might easily be enough to lose the war* He
was convinced that if we slackened our attack in any way

202